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CHENNAI SPEAKERS FORUM 

 
Area: O2                   Division: O          District: 82B 

 

Minutes of Meeting 

 

Meeting No.: 354               Date: 4 August 2019      Time: 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Venue: Auditorium, 1st Floor, IIKM Business School, Poonamallee High Road, Chennai 

Website: www.chennaispeakersforum.com  

 

Word of the day: Life is a Mix Tape 

Theme of the day: Invigorate 

 

   10:01am: SAA called for meeting 

SAA Toastmaster Aadhityaa Vendan entry was on a musical note and he then explained the mission of 

Toastmasters and stated the code of conduct for the meeting. 

10:03am: Presiding Officer’s Address 

Toastmaster Harini, entry was on Bahubali title song entry and then she gave the presiding officer address, 

welcomed the guests and opened the 354th meeting with a bang. She motivated us with a short story that any 

circumstance of life – we should break into three phases – first defining the problem, second the journey to find the 

solution and lastly the solution. In all these phases, it is important to communicate. 

 

10:11am: TMOD introduction 
 
TMOD Toastmaster Abirami introduced the theme of the day “Life is a Mix Tape” and then connected her 

college journey with the mix tape. For her each situation of college, she then linked with a song. She emphasized our 

life is like a mix tape which can be described in songs. She then briefed about the three segments of the meeting. 

 

10:17am: General Evaluator intro 
 

General Evaluator Toastmaster Venkata briefed about the importance of evaluation and introduced the TAG team 

related to the theme of the day. Then he requested the tag team to introduce themselves and asked them to brief 

about their role objectives. 

 

TIMER Toastmaster Aloysius Raj 

AH COUNTER Toastmaster Vivek 

GRAMMARIAN Toastmaster Shanmugavel 
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 10:25am: Prepared Speeches 
 

Prepared 

Speech 
Speaker Path and Project Speech title Evaluator 

1 

Toastmaster 

Shreyash 

 

Path: Strategic Relationship 

Level: 1 

Project#1: Icebreaker 

So Far So Good Toastmaster Srikar 

 

Toastmaster Shreyash explained his story from his birth to college life. He was born in Mumbai and during his 

childhood he used to fight with his brother and then their parents would intervene and stop the fight. His family 

moved from Mumbai to Chennai in 2009 and was trying to adapt to the new weather and language. In school he was 

a troublesome kid and this would worry his school’s Principal. He was not interested in studies and used to wait for 

PT period. In school, he loved to play soccer and scored a penalty under pressure in a crucial game. He then ended 

his speech by saying that he is an introvert and then why he joined Toastmasters to become a confident speaker.  

 

Prepared 

Speech 
Speaker Path and Project Speech title Evaluator 

2 

Toastmaster 

Vigneshwaran 

 

Path: Motivational Strategies 

Level: 1 

Project#1: Evaluation and Feedback 

( Speech 1) 

Unplanned Ride 
Toastmaster Abhisek 

Rungta, IP4 

 

Toastmaster Vigneshwaran started his speech by explaining the journey he undertook with his friend in 2010 to 

Manali. After six years, he and his friend fulfilled their promise to have a bike trip to Leh. There they had an unplanned 

ride to a village, where they paid to kids for photography. Then they had an encounter with an old wise man who 

imparted them with a life lesson, that they made a mistake by paying kids as they are not beggars and the kids returned 

the money back to them. He concluded his speech by saying that he and his friend then understood the saying : “Give 

a Man a Fish, and You Feed Him for a Day. Teach a Man To Fish, and You Feed Him for a Lifetime” 

 

 

 10:41am: Table topics Session 
 

Table Topics Master Toastmaster Sowmiya called members and guests for impromptu speaking. 

 

Sr no. Name Topic 

1. Toastmaster Selvan Has music evolved with time for better? 

2. Toastmaster Mukund When it rains outside, what kind of music you want to hear? 

3. Toastmaster Krithika Music is life, that’s why our heart beats? 

4.  Guest Adarsh Which songs plays in your mind, when you succeed like a boss? 

5. 

Toastmaster Srikar 

Who are you going to choose  a best female back singer and the reason 

for it? 

6 Guest Dinesh What song you will play when you will propose to your girlfriend? 

7. Toastmaster Shriram & 

Toastmaster Nikhil Vinay Role play of interview with a playback singer. 

8. Guest Ajitha Which music you listen when you are happy and sad? 

9. Guest Rohit Does music bring back memories? 

10. Guest Ravinder If you meet your favorite music director – what will you say to him? 

11. Guest Sholan Khan What’s your favorite song and why ? 
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Sr no. Name Topic 

12. Toastmaster Arun Music is safe kind of high? 

13. Guest Shreyan Which music has given you, goosebumps? 

14. Guest Raghu Which songs are in your loop and why? 

 

 11:18 am: Evaluation Session 

Speaker Path and Project Evaluator 

Toastmaster Shreyash 

 

Path: Strategic Relationship 

Level: 1 

Project#1: Icebreaker 

Toastmaster Srikar 

 

Appreciation from Evaluator: Narration of the life journey was impressive and your speech was connected well 

with your personal story. 

 

Feedback from Evaluator: At the end, voice was diminished and eye contact was not maintained with everyone. 

 

Speaker Path and Project Evaluator 

Toastmaster 

Vigneshwaran 

 

Path: Motivational Strategies 

Level: 1 

Project#1: Evaluation and Feedback ( Speech 1) 

Toastmaster Abhisek Rungta, IP4 

 

Appreciation from Evaluator: Content was well prepared and kept the audience glued. Speech opening and ending 

was apt. 

 

Feedback from Evaluator: In delivery, require improvement on vocal variety, gestures and eye contact. Can follow 

diagonal movement for eye contact. 

 

Speech evaluation was followed by detailed Timer, Ahcounter and Grammarian Report. General Evaluator 

Toastmaster Venkata gave a detailed General Evaluator report and had no points for recommendation as the club was 

well prepared for the musical themed meeting with musical objects like compact disc and photograph of renowned 

musician were displayed in the venue.  

11.40am: Special Interview with the Chief Guests 
 
Chief Guests - Distinguished Toastmaster (DTM) Sundararaman and Toastmaster Abishek were interviewed by 

Toastmaster Krithika on topics connected to music. Both the guests are Toastmaster and have their roots in music. 

During their interview, the following came to light: 

 

- Toastmaster Abishek spoke that he and his friend started the band “The nth Knot” which means a never ending 

loop. Here they want to break the mindset that any music style can’t be mixed. 

 

- DTM Sundararaman spoke that cinema music is not simple, it takes time and effort. Cine music has no boundary 

and ragha can be mixed but in classical music that is not the case. 
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-  For the question where the main stream is losing out ? Toastmaster Abishek replied that classical music to be in 

more limelight must be more presentable. Whereas DTM Sundararaman replied that classical music is not for the 

masses, it’s like an art which is to be respected. 

 

- The interview was concluded by saying that every ragha as its own roots and the modern-day composers know 

that. Cine music is according to the situation but classical music has its own value. It was followed by a song 

performance from both our guests and they were felicitated by Toastmaster Krithika. 

 

  12:00 p.m. – Call for vote 
 

Presiding officer Toastmaster Harini thanked the chief guests, ExComm and Toastmaster Krithika for making the 

arrangements for the musical themed meeting. She recognized the first-time role players. Further members and guests 

were asked to vote for Best Speaker, Best TT Speaker, Best Evaluator, Best Role Player, and Best TAG Role Player. 

 

 12:03 p.m. – Moments of Truth 
 

Moments of truth was conducted and the format of Moments of Truth was explained by our Presiding officer 

Toastmaster Harini, assisted by Toastmaster Abhisek Rungta, wherein the club members and guests were divided into 

six teams, each team taking care of one category in Moments of Truth. The following recommendations were received 

during the session: 

 

Category Suggestion 

First Impressions Provide banners for easy identification of venue. 

Encouraging guests to give more feedback. 

 

Membership 

Orientation 

Formal induction for new members not happening on a regular basis. 

Education programs and recognition systems need to be discussed with members. 

Learning needs of members needs to be assessed. 

 

Fellowship, Variety 

& Communication 

Difficulty in locating the new venue. 

Social events need to be worked upon and whether we can have events with kids. Further 

meeting needs to be themed based on the current events, for example Cricket World cup. 

Website revamping work should be accelerated.  

Program Planning & 

Meeting 

Organization 

Receiving meeting evaluation after every meeting needs to be implemented. 

Creativity in each meeting needs to be improved. 

Table topics assigned needs a revisit and should be short topics. 

Membership 

Strength 

No suggestions 

 

Achievements 

Recognition 

Presence of Distinguished Toastmasters and Area Directors needs to be recognized during 

meetings. 

Flyers for completing a level in pathways needs to be regular. 

Awareness about DCP points needs to increase amongst members. 
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12:30 p.m. – Best Performers  

 

Presiding officer announced best performers of the meeting  

 

Best Tag Role Player Toastmaster Aloysius Raj 

Best Role Player Toastmaster Abirami 

Best Evaluator Toastmaster Abhisek Rungta 

Best Table Topics Speaker Toastmaster Kirthika 

Best Speaker Toastmaster Shreyash 

 

The Presiding officer of CSF thanked all the participants for attending the meeting. 

 

 
 

For any suggestions/feedback, please contact: 

Abhisek Rungta 

Secretary  

Chennai Speakers Forum 

 secretary.chennaispeakerforum@gmail.com 

 +91 9884164206 

mailto:secretary.chennaispeakerforum@gmail.com

